
Six Questions About the 
PATH Transmission Line Proposal

 The Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH) is a joint venture of the 
nationʼs largest coal-fired utilities and PJM Interconnection.1  PATH is a high-voltage line 
that will run for 275 miles from the John Amos coal-fired power plan in West Virginia to 
Frederick County, Maryland.2  The Maryland Public Service Commission must ask tough 
questions about the need for PATH.3

1. Does PATH threaten Maryland clean-energy jobs?  PATHʼs construction will be 
subsidized by a controversial incentive rate system that makes it cheaper to bring dirty 
power from distant plants and could undercut clean, local energy and improved 
efficiency.4

2. Will PATH erase all of Marylandʼs progress on global warming?  Thanks to the stateʼs 
concerned citizens and responsive leaders, Maryland has become a leader on fighting 
global warming that threatens our childrenʼs future.5  These hard-won gains will be 
swamped by subsidized coal-fired power transmitted by PATH.6 

3. Will PATH bring more air pollution in Maryland?  Our state lies downwind of the coal-
fired generators to be served by PATH.  If they burn more coal, we get more of the 
emissions: nitrous oxide, sulphur dioxide, and toxic mercury --- in addition to global-
warming-causing carbon dioxide.7

4. Will PATH increase the risk of cascading blackouts?  The greater the distance 
between generation and consumption -- as with PATH -- the harder it is to manage grid 
stability in the event of a power disruption.  Improved efficiency and local generation 
mean more security and a more stable grid.8 

5. Does PATH waste resources?  PJMʼs distorted planning process over-emphasizes 
costly transmission and ignores the benefits of local generation and improved efficiency 
which are cheaper, quicker, cleaner and more reliable.  PATH is a 275-mile extension 
cord tied to obsolete and dirty coal generation.9

6. Will PATH increase electric rates for Maryland consumers?  PATH means big profits 
for the out-of-state corporate interests who dominate PJM Interconnection, but wonʼt 
help Maryland rate-payers.  PJM controls the interstate market for electricity trading and 
can ignore Maryland voters. (In 2008, Maryland joined 3 other states in a federal 
complaint alleging $12 billion in unjust and unreasonable overcharges by PJM.)10

 For a better energy future, Maryland needs improved efficiency followed by more 
local clean energy.  Our economy will be stronger, our air cleaner and our future more 
secure.
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1 PJM is a private business that manages interstate transmission in an 14-state region that includes 
Maryland.  See http://www.pjm.com.  PATH will be owned by American Electric Power (AEP) and 
Allegheny Energy (AYE).

2 PATH, Fact Sheet: http://www.pathtransmission.com/docs/PATHFactSheet.pdf.

3 During the first PATH hearing, PSC members challenged the use of a shell corporation to file the 
application.  See “PSC members question Allegheny Power on PATH application,” Frederick News Post, 
August 1, 2009, http://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/storyTools/print_story.htm?storyID=93330.

4 U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit, Illinois Commerce Commission et al, August 6, 2009. http://
legalectric.org/f/2009/08/ilcommcommvfercaug62009.pdf.

5 Maryland Commission on Climate Change, http://www.mdclimatechange.us/.

6 Union of Concerned Scientists, Importing Pollution: Coal's Threat to Climate Policy in the U.S. 
Northeast, 2008,http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/technology_and_impacts/impacts/importing-
pollution.html. 

7 Maryland Department of the Environment, The Basic Science of Air Pollution Transport, 
www.mde.state.md.us/.../BJH%20-%20Basics%20on%20Ozone%20Transport.ppt.

8 Loehr, George C., Testimony before the U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee,  
July 31, 2008, http://energy.senate.gov/public/_files/LoehrTesitmony073108.pdf. 

9 Maryland Energy Report, Maryland Needs Comprehensive Energy Planning to Adapt to Climate 
Change, http://marylandenergyreport.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/maryland-needs-comprehensive-
energy-planning-to-adapt-to-climate-change1.pdf.

10 Maryland Public Service Commission, Press Release, June 2, 2008, http://webapp.psc.state.md.us/
Intranet/psc/aboutus/Press/RPM_Press_Release_FINAL.pdf.
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