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Montgomery County has been at the forefront of efforts to make Maryland a leader among states 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  As a result of much hard work by citizens and leaders 
over many years, we can point with pride to meaningful accomplishments including:

• The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), the multi-state compact that limits carbon 
emissions, which Maryland joined in April 2007;

• The EmPower Maryland Energy Efficiency Act of 2008 that will reduce energy consumption 
by 15 percent by 2015; and

• The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act of 2009 that requires Maryland to reduce statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions 25% from 2006 levels by 2020.

Few Marylanders are aware that all of the benefits of these efforts could be erased at a single 
stroke: The construction of the Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline ("PATH"), a 
proposed extra-high voltage transmission line extending from the John Amos coal-fired power 
plant in West Virginia across Virginia to Frederick County, Maryland.

The PATH project was conceived and intended to allow more coal-fired electricity to be sold to 
eastern states via wholesale markets managed by PJM Interconnection.1  According to testimony 
filed with the Virginia State Corporations Commission by Chris James, former director of Air 
Planning for Connecticut’s Department of Environmental Protection, the construction of PATH 
could raise CO2 emissions by as much as 15 million tons per year if the demand for electricity 
increases (about five percent of PJM’s total carbon dioxide emissions).2

1 Maryland’s Energy Future at Risk: Six Questions About the PATH Transmission Line Proposal; Maryland 
Energy Report; http://marylandenergyreport.files.wordpress.com/2009/08/six-questions-about-path.pdf.

2 Testimony of Chris James before the Virginia State Corporation Commission; October 14, 2009; http://
www.earthjustice.org/library/references/james-testimony.pdf.



The Union of Concerned Scientists concluded that increased carbon emissions resulting from 
PATH and other “coal-by-wire” transmission projects would overwhelm carbon reductions from 
the implementation of RGGI.  The coal-fired generating plants that will supply PATH are located 
outside the RGGI states and imported electricity will not be subject to the RGGI carbon caps.3

The current status of the PATH application is uncertain.  The Maryland Public Service 
Commission declined to accept the application because of a legal defect but did not pass 
judgement on its merits.  The commissions in West Virginia and Virginia are considering lengthy 
delays in their deliberations of the project.

PATH could be revived by a misguided legislative fix in the Maryland General Assembly that 
would overcome the existing statutory hurdle.  The PATH applicants could also try to use the 
existing “federal backstop siting authority” that would allow federal eminent domain powers to 
seize land for the project.  (This authority was enacted in 2005 and has never been used for any 
electric transmission project.)  Finally, PATH proponents could seek federal legislation that 
would further streamline the process in the guise of furthering a “transmission superhighway” to 
support renewable generation.

In any disguise, PATH is unwarranted and unneeded, as the comprehensive and in-depth expert 
testimony filed in the Virginia leg of the case shows.4   Despite its defects, PATH continues to 
have well-funded backing from Allegheny Energy, American Electric Power and PJM 
Interconnection.  The Montgomery County Delegation needs to be informed of this threat to the 
well-being of our community in order to be prepared to resist all attempts to impose it on our 
state. 

3  Importing Pollution: Coal's Threat to Climate Policy in the U.S. Northeast; Union of Concerned 
Scientists; 2008,http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/technology_and_impacts/impacts/importing- 
pollution.html. 

4 Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline Expert Witness Testimony Presented Before the Virginia 
State Corporation Commission; Community and Environmental Defense Services; http://ceds.org/
PATHWV/PATHExpertWitnessTestimony.pdf.
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